OXFORD

Oxford, unlike Cambridge, has always been closely involved
in the political and religious controversies of the times,
a fact due in part to its situation In relation to the capital
In Saxon times its position on the waterway to London made
Oxford an important town which was the centre of Alfred's
wars with the Danes, From the Castle built by the Conqueror,
Matilda escaped by night across the frozen river; on the site
where now stands Worcester College, Henry I built a royal
palace ; the city walls, part of which can still be seen in the
gardens of New College, were refortified as late as the seven-
teenth century ; at Christ Church, Charles 1 held his court in
the Civil War when Oxford was an armed camp ; in the Divin-
ity Schools, Cranmer was tried for heresy and Charles II held
the last Parliament of his reign; in Lincoln College Methodism
was born and in Oriel, the Tractarian Movement, From the
thirteenth century onwards, however, the importance of Ox-
ford was due to the University, whose opinions kings and
statesmen canvassed rather than those of the town.

The growth of the University (if we ignore the claim of
University College to have been founded by Alfred) dates
from the twelfth century, by the end of which Oxford was
recognised as a Studium Generate, organised in Faculties, In
the thirteenth century came the beginning of collegiate life
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